"without adversely influencing the function of the conjugates by displacing the 
biomolecules by the detergent or by interactions of the biomolecules or the colloidal 
particles with the detergent after loading". Pertinent disclosure supporting this limitation 
can be found in the present specification at page 6, lines 18-23. 

Thus, it is respectfully submitted that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first 
paragraph, is overcome. Reconsideration and withdrawal thereof are respectfully 
requested. 

Section 102/103 Rejections 

The Office Action rejects claims 24, 30, 31 and 33 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Liberti et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,597,531). The Office Action also 
rejects claims 25-29 and 34-39 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over Liberti 
et al. in view of Nichtl et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,972,720). These rejections are traversed 
as they may apply to the amended claims. 

Applicant respectfully submits that, with the above amendments to the claims, 
the subject matter of the present invention is both novel over Liberti et al. and inventive 
over Liberti et al. in combination with Nichtl et al., as Liberti et al. requires an interaction 
of the detergent with the metal oxides according to the description in col. 4, lines 45-52, 
col. 5, lines 39-42 and col. 6, lines 6-10. 

For example, Liberti et al. teach that "[m]agnetically responsive metal oxides can 
be coated effectively by employing in the coating process means for disrupting 
crystalline agglomerates such that coating can take place during the disruption. A wide 
range of materials (including dextran, proteins, synthetic polypeptides, polymers, 
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copolymers, detergents and combinations thereof) can be coated onto such crystals 
resulting in colloidal magnetically responsive particles" (col. 4, lines 45-52, emphasis 
added). According to Liberti et al., "[t]he coating material is selected in each case with 
regard to its ability to adhere to or to be adsorbed on the surface of the deagglomerated 
or subdiy ided_particle. . .[andl'it is important to select a coating material which not only 
stabilizes the sub-divided magnetic particles, but does so with a j^tingjwhid^^ 
intact when the coated particles are removed fro m suspension . . ." (see col. 5, lines 39- 
42 and col. 6, lines 6-10). 

Thus, Liberti et al. does not teach or suggest the absence of adverse influence 
on "the function of the conjugates by displacing the biomolecules by the detergent or by 
interactions of the biomolecules or the colloidal particles with the detergent after 
loading, as required by the present claims. This, it is respectfully submitted that the 
present claims are not anticipated by and would not have been obvious over Liberti et 
al. 

For at least these reasons, reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) and 103(a) are respectfully requested. 

Furthermore, claims 24 and 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Olsen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,393,658). This rejection is also 
traversed as it may apply to the amended claims. 

Olsen teaches that "suspected microorganisms... are treated with a detergent 
solution to expose additional reactive epitopes of the antigen in addition to forming an 
antigen detergent complex" (col. 2, lines 26-29). In this case, it would appear that the 
detergent solution, by forming an antigen detergent complex, must interact with the 
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biomolecules. Thus, the detergent of Olsen does not meet the above-discussed newly 
added limitation regarding no adverse influences on the function of the conjugate. 

Additionally, Olsen et al. does not use any detergent when producing conjugates 
of gold and monoclonal antibodies (Example 1, col. 3, line 54 to col. 4, line 2). A 
detergent is added only to a solution of antigen prior to contacting said antigen with the 
completed conjugate of gold and antibodies. There, the antigen binds to the antibody in 
the conjugate via its antigen binding site. The antigen treated with the detergent, 
however, does not bind to the gold particles. 

For at least the above reasons, reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) are respectfully reuested. 

Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that this application is in condition for allowance 
and such action is earnestly solicited. If the Examiner believes that anything further is 
desirable in order to place this application in even better condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's undersigned representative at the telephone 
number listed below to schedule a personal or telephone interview to discuss any 
remaining issues. 
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Amended Claim Marked -up to Show Changes 

24. (Amended) A method for stabilizing conjugates composed of colloidal 
particles and biomolecules, the method comprising: 

adding detergent to a solution containing biomolecules, and thereafter 
loading colloidal particles with the solution 

without adversely influencing the function of the conjugates bv displacing the 
biomolecules bv the detergent or bv interactions of the biomolecules or the colloidal 
particles with the detergent after loading [wherein the colloidal particles are used without 
being previously treated to subdivide agglomerates]. 

31. (Twice Amended) A process for producing colloidal particles having 
biomolecule absorbing surfaces, the process comprising: 

adding a detergent to a solution containing biomolecules, and thereafter 

contacting colloidal particles with the solution 

without adversely influencing the function of the conjugates bv displacing the 
biomolecules bv the detergent or bv interactions of the biomolecules or the colloidal 
particles with the detergent after loading , [wherein the colloidal particles are used 
without being previously treated to subdivide agglomerates], 

34. (Twice Amended) A method for stabilizing conjugates composed of 
colloidal particles and biomolecules, the method consisting essentially of: 

adding detergent to a solution containing biomolecules, 

loading colloidal particles with the solution, and thereafter 

adding an additional stabilizer 
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without adversely influencing the function of the conjugates by displacing the 
biomolecules by the detergent or by interactions of the biomolecules or the colloidal 
particles with the detergent after loading , [wherein the colloidal particles are used 
without being previously treated to subdivide agglomerates]. 
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